16           EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Clermont was one of the foremost schools of the University.
From the outset the Jesuits had adopted as a basis of their
education the old Trivium and Quadrivium of mediaeval
days. Like other continental teachers, they divided their
boys into ten classes, the first being the highest, but they
infused a life and spirit into the work which was all their
own. The boys learned grammar, the humanities (i.e.
Latin and Greek) to a very high standard, rhetoric, history,
and philosophy, this last comprising at first logic, meta-
physics, mathematics, and natural philosophy, and finally
including such subjects as " polymathie " (general know-
ledge), " la symbolique" (heraldry), " T6pigraphie,"
" la diplomatique/' and " la numismatique " ; theology, of
course, had a place of honour.
The strange array of subjects just cited shows at once
both the strength and the possible weakness of Jesuit
education. The vigour of spirit and the intelligent
methods of these teachers made them ideally fitted to cap-
ture and develop young minds, but this very vigour and this
originality could be overdone. Wanting to interest the
children and their families they could lay too much stress
upon the uncommon and unimportant aspects of study to
the detriment of more serious thought. Before the sup-
pression of their schools this charge was made against the
Jesuits,1 as well as that of being too fond of dramatic per-
formances and of spectacular pageants.2 We may say, at
once, that this love of the spectacular is one of the chief
temptations of the French nation, a defect of their qualities.
1 Notably by the lawyer, La Chalotais, in his famous Reports on the Constitutions
oftbe Jesuitsi drawn up for the Parlement of Rennes in 1761 and 1762. In this attack
on the Order questions of pedagogy are intetmingled with those of political bearing,
* For the Jesuit theory on the subject of the drama as a means to education, see
Baumgartner, Gescbicbte d&r Weltliterator, vol. iv, pp. 623-637; also Paulsen,
Gescbicbte des Gtbbrten UnterHdts, vol. i, p. 358.